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Scientific Notation for a number is notation in the form

ax10" where 1< a <10 and # is an integer.

The digits in the factor a should all be significant. A
significant digit of a number written in decimal form is any
nonzero digit or any zero that has a purpose other than placing
the decimal point.

In the examples below, the digits in red are the significant
digits:

1005 .oao  3R0.0  e.e30f




[image: image2.png]Ex 1) Write each number in scientific notation. If the number
is an integer and ends in zeros, assume that the zeros are not
significant.
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When converting from decimal form to scientific notation:
To help remember whether the exponent is positive

or negative, go from where you want the decimal to be
(fantasy) to where the decimal is (reality). This direction
is the same as the number line, right is positive and left

is negative. So... get out of you fantasy of no homework
and come back to reality!

6.706 X o
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Ex 2) Determine which number is larger.
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