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A rational algebraic expression is a quotient of polynomials.

To simplify rational algebraic expressions:
1) Factor the numerator completely,

2) Factor the denomerator completely,

3) Reduce any like FACTORS (not terms)
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A rational function is a function that is defined by a simplified
rational expression in one variable.
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ExdLet f(x) =

3a) Find the domain of f{x).

(Translation: What values of x are not allowed in the
denominator?

Remember we can't have zero in the denominator of a fraction.)
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[image: image4.png]3b) Find the zeros of f, if any:
Hint: set the variables of the numerator equal to zero to find
the zeros of the functions.
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